860 THE EVOLUTION OF MODEEN GBBMANY
all the nation's effort was directed towards developing at home
the advantages which had followed from the successful war with
Franco, II wan only in 1838 that tho first colonial socioty, the
Kolouial-VoreiUj came upon the scene. Up to then there was
no systematic colonial enterprise and no organised colonial party
in Germany.
It wan tho Bremen trader Jlorr Liidoritx who gave to Ger-
many tho earliest of its existing colonial possessions. In 1882
llcrr Liidorite, by treaties with native chiefs, acquired land in
the bay of Angra Poqtiena, on the South-West Coast of Africa,
and he pressed the homo Government to support his claim,
For a time nothing was done, until tho claims of Horr Liideritz
wore disputed by agents of tho British Grown. But for this
conilict it is probable that the Gorman colonial movement might
not only have boon delayed still longer, but might not have taken
its later aggressive form. Tho appeal of a G-ormau subject for
protection roused Prince Bismarck's interest, however, and, as
the negotiations with this country did not come to a speedy
issue, ho abruptly solved the difficulty by formally annexing
LitderityJand. On April 24, 1884, 'he telegraphed to the Ger-
man Consul-General in Capetown: 6t According to the represen-
tations of llcrr LudorilH tho English colonial authorities doubt
whether his acquisitions north of the Orange liivcr can claim
Germany's protection. Declare publicly that both Herr
Liidoritsa and his settlements arc under tho protection of tho
Empire/' The transaction gave to Germany tho coastland
extending iVom the Oraixge Kivor to Cape Frio, exclusive of
WalMi Bay*
What happened in South-West Africa happened, too, in the
North-West. German claims to territory on the Cameroon Biver
led likewise to disputes, and here also Prince Bismarck cut
the Gordian knot instead of waiting for it to be unravelled. In
the Pacific German settlements had been established since
1880 for trading purposes on the north coast of New Guinea,
and over these, i^s well as the New Britain Islands, tho Ger-
man flag was hoisted in the winter of 1884. These two new
acquisitions were promptly renamed, the one being called Kaiser
Wilhelm's Land and the other Bismarck Archipelago.
The following year saw fresh annexations in East Africa, to
develop which a wealthy company was formed, and in the Pacific